Page 2

The Fayetteville Press March 2013 Edition

Community
The Parchman Hour: A Freedom Rider’s Story
Review by Melvin E. Lewis
The Parchman Hour by playwright and director Mike Wiley tells a very difficult story and makes it entertaining, as well as uplifting.
This cutting-edge drama, shares the 1961 saga of the Freedom Riders. They travelled on interstate buses to exercise their legal rights.
The Freedom Riders were interracial teams who defiled Southern traditions and rode in the front (African-American) and back (white)
of the bus. The United States Supreme Court, Irene Morgan v. Commonwealth of Virginia, (1946) and Boynton v. Virginia, (1960)
ruled that segregated public buses were unconstitutional. The Supreme Court outlawed discrimination in interstate transportation and the
Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) organized people to ride from Washington, DC, and Nashville, TN to New Orleans. The Freedom
Riders were exercising their rights and showing the world, how 10 Southern states discriminate against, people of color.
The play-musical is powerful theatre. The tension and suspense as they travel through violent incidents in Alabama, Mississippi and
imprisonment in one of the United States’ most famous prison farms, Parchman State Penitentiary are shared in song, dance, music and
motion. Parchman Farm is model on a plantation. Many prisoners died before their release. The use of black and white mug shots in the
background of the stage assists the audience. They see teenagers, students and activists who are facing state terror and racist traditions.
The death row cell gates and burning buses set the stage for the maltreatment of a Mississippian, Jessie Harris. Prison guards whip
him. Harris refuses to bend down to racism and places himself back on the whipping post. The 1970, murder of Henry Marrow, a
Vietnam veteran in Oxford, North Carolina is loosely one of the themes, and adds depth to the temperament of The Parchman Hour.
Timothy B. Tyson’s memoir, Blood Done Sign My Name, tells Marrow’s murder. The book and video are available in public libraries.
The production has an honestly to it. It reveals the underside of segregation and the ways people fought to break it. There are
philosophical debates between a young, Stokely Carmichael (Sonny Kelly) and John Lewis (Thaddaeus Edwards). The singing is
excellent, the use of a very talented, large male to play a soft violin is some parts and pick up prisoners in other scenes, is an excellent
range for Michael Goolsby, as “Pee Wee.” Hazel Edwards (Carol Burke/Mimi Real) and Joy Ducree (Lucretia Collins) add favor and
a modern feel to spirituals; Samantha Fabiani (Joan Trumpauer Mullholland) performs folk songs very well. Tim Cain, as Congress of
Racial Equality (CORE) leader, Jim Farmer provides a balance performance and he has great vocal range. The cast is a mixture of
regional actors, the Scenic Design by Dave Griffie, Musical Director, Brooksie Harrington and Choreographer, Aya “Hope” Shabu.
This production is a groundbreaking event for the Sandhills of North Carolina. It is the first time, a contemporary production by a
living African American director or playwright in a commercial theatre in Fayetteville, NC. People should bring their family and friends
to see and sing with the cast of The Parchman Hour. It is a wonderful play, focusing on the capacity of human suffering, and the ability
of people to inflict pain on another. It is a moving and emotional musical showing Southern power, privilege and determination of
overcome oppression.
WHERE: Cape Fear Regional Theatre (CFRT) is located at, 1209 Hay Street, Fayetteville NC 28305-4772. It is
handicap accessible and in the Haymount section, walking distance from downtown. The box office is open from 2 pm - 6:30 pm,
Tuesday to Saturday at (910)323-4233 and www.capecfrt.org. Street parking is available and the Fayetteville Area System Transportation (FAST) Route 14 operates Monday – Saturday, (910)433-1747. The buses are handicap accessible and have bicycle holders.
WHEN: Until March 24. The 90 minute production, cost $18 - 20, except $10, March 7, 8 and 14. Evening performances are at
7:30 pm Wednesday – Saturday and 2:00 p.m. Sunday matinees. For additional information, contact Cape Fear Regional Theatre
www.capecfrt.org
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A celebration of bravery.
A call to action through remembrance.
A gospel experience.
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