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Fayetteville maintains diversity on the bench
Judge Toni S. King District Court Judge
by Jae McKrae
www.fayettevillepress.com
Attorney Toni S. King, of Miller, King
& Clouse Law Firm, took the oath for District Court Judge, Thursday, March 5 in the
Law Enforcement Center with a capacity
filled court room of colleagues, family, and
friends looking on; her parents were also
there to witness every word. The crowd
flowed into the hallway, and the courtroom
doors were open to listen to the swearing-in
ceremony. Superior Court Judge E. Lynn
Johnson did the honors. at the Law Enforcement Center
Gov. Bev Perdue selected Toni King in
February to replace outgoing Judge Cheri
Beasley, who left the District Court bench
last year in December after being elected to
the state Court of Appeals.
Toni’s colleague and former law partner Sherry Miller introduced her, and even
shared King’s prior accomplishments. Then,
she told the story of how they met. Attorney Sherry Miller, of Miller, King & Clouse,
said the two met when Miller worked at
Rogers & Miller Law Firm, and Toni was
there as an intern. “I was impressed by her
competence and knowledge,” she said. Atty.
Glenn Adams said, “We’ve watched her grow
and mature not only as an attorney, but also
as a person, and we’re proud to have her as
our newest judge.” Other also thought back
to their first encounter with Toni.
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Judge Toni S. King

Sherry Miller reflected on what King
endured to reach judgeship. Toni King was
born in Korea, and lived there before the
family relocated to North Carolina. Living
in Cumberland County, King also attended
middle school and high school here. When
her family moved to Germany, and after
graduating from high school, King headed
to Durham for a degree from North Carolina Central University. Then it was on to
NCCU’s School of Law. In 2000, she came
back Fayetteville to practice law.
Visibly shaken with joy, Toni King
said, “You’ve embraced me and I appreciate it, and I promise to carry out justice and
maintain integrity while on the bench. I
hope I continue to make you all proud.”
King later thanked everyone for coming to
share in the moment.
Chief District Court Judge Beth
Keever welcomed King to a group of judges
and said the group needed some diversity.
“Cumberland County is a very unique
county. It’s a very diverse county, and
King’s placement on the bench made it
“more representative of the community we
serve.”
The new District Court Judge Toni
King is of African-American and Korean
ethnicity.

Congratulations District Court
Judge Toni S.King.

Took the oath for District Court Judge, Thursday, March 5 in the
Fayetteville, NC Law Enforcement Center

Bill Hennessee: Black History In Practice
By Val Jones
www.fayettevillepress.com

On February 7, 2009, Fayetteville lost a part
of its history. In fact, black radio in general lost a
part of its history with the passing of the legendary
William “Big Bad Bill” Hennessee. It seems sadly
ironic and yet strangely fitting that this pioneer of
radio transcended just days after his 75 th birthday
right at the beginning of Black History Month.
Bill Hennessee was black history in practice.
Bill worked nearly half a century in radio. His
name and voice became synonymous with the radio
station 1600 AM WIDU. He later became known as
the voice of the Fayetteville State University Broncos football team.
More importantly to this writer and broadcaster,
Bill Hennessee was my mentor and hero in the world
of announcing. WIDU-AM and D103-FM served as
my introduction to the world of Urban broadcasting.
But let’s go back to 1965. I was around 9 when
WIDU changed its Top 40 format and made its debut as an R-n-B station. Even as a little child, I remember the excitement and pride everyone in the
black community felt. Finally, we had a station of
our own! But not just any old station that would just
play a lot of hip music and “jive-talk” its way into
appeasing a captive audience. WIDU was a “community” station…with Bill Hennessee and others
hosting community events in OUR community,
broadcasting the games of Fayetteville State University and more.
It was history in the making!
And this little round man with one of the most
powerful and distinctive voices and personalities on
this side of the planet would begin his legacy of opening doors for every Black radio personality who
would ever grace the area’s airwaves.
Dynamic…dignified…diligent…determined…destined.

These are just a few of the terms to describe William “Big Bad Bill” Hennessee.
Humble. Yes, this great man was as gracious and humble as he was talented. But don’t think you could run
over the man! I could tell you stories of those who tried who lived to regret it. Yep, that’s my hero…and my role
model in broadcasting. With over 25 years in this business, I’ve known so many more with far less talent than Bill
whose egos couldn’t fit inside the entire Crown Complex. But Bill Hennessee was always giving, always willing,
always sharing, always caring.
And did I mention “versatile?” It was he and Bob Gaye who taught me to always remain versatile. Never
pigeon-hole my style or voice. And while some would tell me my voice sounded a little too “white” for the Urban
format, Bill Hennessee and Bob Gaye welcomed my ability and determination to be ALL I could be instead of
settling for the box others would try to fit me in.
Is there no wonder I thought of this man as my radio “dad?” In the area of broadcasting, he was everything
I would strive to be. And with both my parents gone, in many ways, he was the one I wanted to most make proud.
Every time I would see him and he would give me that great big smile and hug, I could tell that I had.
There’s so much more I could say. However, the comment of my “big brother mentor” of radio, Bob Gaye,
says it all: “It’s a sad day in radio.” Not just Black radio…not just Fayetteville radio…but radio…period!
A little history lesson regarding Bill Hennessee: Bill was the first announcer to go on the air when WIDU

dropped its Top 40 programming to go soul and gospel on Jan. 2, 1965 — thereby making it the first
black program station in Fayetteville.
When Fayetteville State University began
broadcasting its football games for the first time
on WIDU around 1968, Bill was the play-by-play
person.
Bill was the first black to serve on the board
of the North Carolina Sportscasters Association
back in the late 1960s.
Oh, and another first: He was the first man
to give me a job in Urban radio. That’s why I call
him my “radio dad.” I was honored to follow in
the steps of those I admired listening to on the radio: “Big Bad Bill” Hennessee, Kip Anderson,
Righteous Randy, Bob Gaye, Dr. Don Reid and
Bunny English.
Hey, I’m talking Black History here,
y’all!!!
Bill taught me and folks like Bob Gaye about
the “Hennessee Rule,” — ‘help others to help others.’ Bill Hennessee was able to teach us things we
could have never learned in a classroom or from
anyone else. He taught us how to be role models
and mentors instead of just mere radio personalities. He taught us the personal as well as the public side of professionalism. He taught us how we
can be Black, proud, hip, cool, versatile, dignified,
intelligent and compassionate at the same time.
If you want to know what mark did Bill
Hennessee leave in Fayetteville? Look at
WIDU…and remember it is because he was. Look
and listen to every black radio announcer…and remember we are because he was. Look at your local
sports announcers…and remember that they are
because he was.
William “Big Bad Bill” Hennessee was indeed
black history in practice.
Safe and beautiful passage~
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